
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Omce 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/780,289 



02/08/2001 



Edward B. Eytchison 



7590 07/13/2004 

Townsend and Townsend and Crew 
8th Floor 

Two Embarcadero Center 
San Francisco, CA 94111 



20699001900 



6762 



EXAMINER 



BAYARD, DJENANE M 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2141 

DATE MAILED: 07/13/2004 



7 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this appHcation or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



ApplicatiJ^^ET 

09/780,289 



Examiner 

Djenane M Bayard 



Applicant(s) 

EYTCHISON, EDWARD B. 



m- 



Art Unit 

2141 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
fornn the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,3,5, 7-11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,618,764 to Shteyn. 

a. As per claims 1,11 and 13, Stein teaches a method of facilitating interoperability 
between two networks, the method comprising: providing a VHN network having a VHN 
element; providing a HAVi network having a HAVi element; and translating messages 
via a protocol translator coupled with the VHN network and the HAVi network; wherein 
the interoperability is facilitated between the HAVi element and the VHN element (See 
col. 8, lines 50-65 and col. 9, lines 1-50). 

b. As per claim 3, Stein et al teaches a method of facilitating interoperability 
between two networks, the method comprising: providing a VHN network having a VHN 
element; providing a HAVi network having a HAVi element; providing a protocol 
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translator coupled with the VHN network and the HAVi network; and controlling the 
HAVi elennent with the VHN elennent (See col. 8, lines 50-65 and col. 9, lines 1-50) 

c. As per claim 5, Stein et al teaches a method of facilitating interoperability 
between two networks, the method comprising: providing a VHN network having a VHN 
element; providing a HAVi network having a HAVi element; providing a protocol 
translator coupled with the VHN network and the HAVi network; and controlling the VHN 
element with the HAVi element (See col. 8, lines 50-65 and col. 9, lines 1-50) 

d. As per claim 7, Shteyn et al teaches wherein controlling comprises controlling 
HAVi device with a VHN device (See col. 9, lines 1-50) 

e. As per claim 8, Wendorf et al teaches wherein controlling comprises controlling a 
HAVi device with a VHN application (See col. 9, lines 1-50) 

f. As per claim 9, Shteyn et al teaches wherein controlling comprises controlling a 
HAVi application with a VHN device (See col. 9, lines 1-50) 

g. As per claim 10, Shteyn et al teaches wherein controlling comprises controlling a 
HAVi application with a VHN application (See col. 9, lines 1-50) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 4, 6, 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent application U.S. Patent No. 6,618,764 to Shteyn in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,085,236 to Lea. 

a. As per claims 2,4,6, 12 and 14 Shteyn teaches the claimed invention as 
described above. Furthermore, et al teaches wherein the protocol translator comprises: 
a HAVi bridge control manager; a VHN bridge control manager coupled with the HAVi 
bridge control manager (See page 3, lines 33-39). However, Wendorf et al teaches a 
HAVi-VHN DCM coupled with the VHN bridge control manager. 

Lea teaches a DCM coupled with the bridge control manager (See col. 19, lines 
29-35). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate a HAVI-VHN DCM coupled with the VHN bridge 
control manager as taught by Lea in the claimed invention of Wendorf et al in order to 
allow more sophisticated management of the devices (See col. 19, lines 19-20). 



Conclusion 
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5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Residential Broadband, Second Edition By George Abe, December 23, 1999. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Djenane M Bayard whose telephone number is (703) 
305-6606. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM"4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (703) 305-4003. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Djenane Bayard 
July 1,2004 



V TIUPAL DHARIA 
SUPERVISORY PATEhJT EXAMINER 




